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to bless, their belief in his power in curse was still
stronger* During his stay in the neighbourhood
the greatest care was observed not to give offence.
Even the Brahman landowner feared to rouse his
ill-humour. As for the pariah, he trembled nt tlte
very sight of him; and when lie brought his
offering of money, he had to leave, it in the dust
some distance away for the ascetic to pick up at
his leisure.
The silver coin with which the Sitdhu was paid
for standing while Lady Lawley painted Ins picture
had to be deposited on the ground ; he would not
receive it direct from any hand* All through tho
sitting he was full of anxiety lest he should IK*.
defiled by the chance touch of one of the (Jovcrn-
ment House servants.
This fear arose, nut because lie held them
personally in contempt, but because he wns afraid
that the acquired merit with which he WIIH tilled
should vanish under desecrating contact with the
unholy* Where would he be without that valuable
asset which made him feared and welcomed at tlte
same time? It could only be restored by the
performance of more austerities, more long pilgrim-
ages, more concentration of thought with the
monotonous contemplation of the tip of lib none.